
Interpretive path of the Naves Cirques
Pays des Vans en Cevennes - LES VANS 

Useful information

Practice : Hike

Duration : 3 h

Length : 3.7 km

Trek ascent : 202 m

Difficulty : Medium

Type : Loop

Themes : Fauna - Flora, Géologie, Patrimoine

bâti

Trek

Departure : In front of the cemetery, take the path going uphill on the right, with a Geo totem pole. Markings :

PR (short-distance path)

Arrival : Au cimetière de Naves

Markings :  Yellow markup 

Cities : 1. LES VANS 2. GRAVIERES 

From the cemetery parking lot, the path starts on the right and climbs towards the Serre du Cocu (cuckold

ridge) where a first stop will allow you to enjoy the Naves Cirques, and where you will find the first

interpretive board about Jurassic limestone and marl. Continue on the path up to the reservoir above the

cemetery. A new board is waiting for you.

Continue on the path along the side of the Serre du Cocu. (new board on the Serre de Barre) up to a pass

from which the view on the Chassezac Valley is stunning.

At the crossways, turn right up to the Alauzas road where you will find stops 5 and 6, presenting the

Orcières Fault and a stratigraphic cross-section.

Follow the tarmacked road on your left up to the hamlet. On your way, admire the gorgeous chesnut grove

(stop 7).

At the hamlet, take the path on your left. Carry on straight ahead. Stop 8 is about terraces and water

management on the slope. The path goes downhill towards Naves, first through a chesnut grove, then in a

coniferous undergrowth. Lower, those plants give way to maquis (stop 9). After stop 10, devoted to karst,

the path goes out of the woods onto an overhang above the Bourdaric Brook (be very cautious!). Continue

Altimetric profile

Min elevation 261 m Max elevation 463 m
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leisurely your way down towards Naves (stop 11), while enjoying the sights on the village and Southern

Ardèche.

Take some time to tour Naves, a pleasant typical village with authentic narrow streets, then take the

tarmacked road again down to the cemetery parking lot, your starting point.

 Advices 

Le feu est interdit. Pas de points d'eau sur l'itinéraire. Attention, soyez bien chaussés car le sentier, globalement

facile, présente quelques passages étroits et techniques.

How to come ? 

Access

Naves

Advised parking

Au cimetière, Naves
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