
Echelle du Roi (king's ladder)
Ardèche des Sources et Volcans 

Altimetric profile

Min elevation 389 m Max elevation 469 m

Useful information

Practice : Hike

Duration : 1 h 15

Length : 1.9 km

Trek ascent : 81 m

Difficulty : Easy

Type : Loop

Themes : Geology, Lake - River - Waterfall, 

Summit and viewpoints

Trek

Departure : Thueyts, at the village square

Cities : 1. THUEYTS 

From Thueyts' square, take the road N102 (white and yellow markings) towards Aubenas/Neyrac.

Just before the bridge, turn left towards the Via Ferrata/ Pont du Diable. To enjoy the sight, you can cross

the bridge to look at the Pont du Diable site from the Gueule d'Enfer belvedere. Just before the water-

treatment plant, turn right, go under the bridge and on the calade (cobblestone path) under the columnar

basalt.

At the crossways, turn right towards "Echelle du Roi, Pont du Diable".

At the next crossways, turn left towards "Fargebelle 1.8 km, Jaujac 9.1 km".

Once on the road, turn right towards "Pont du Diable". At the "plage publique" board, turn right on the

road. Head past the reception buildings of the Via Ferrata and the site, and go towards the stairs in front

of the Pont du Diable.

Just before the bridge, at the Tortue interpretive board, take the stairs on your right bearing the sign

"Thueyts par Echelle du Roi 20 min, Via Ferrata rive gauche, 5 min." At the base of the basalt flow, turn

left. Head past the Via Ferrata and continue straight ahead along the flow under the impressive columns.

At the corner of the flow, follow "Thueyts, Echelle du Roi, 0.9 km. You will reach the foot of the grand

Echelle du Roi, stairs carved into the basalt flow. Climb it to a first small belvedere, then the stairs become

more spaced out, up to a second belvedere indicating the top of the flow and overlooking the Ardèche

Valley.

At the football field, turn right along the valley, then take the stairs up to the top of the hill where an

interpretive board explains the flow you are walking on. Before skirting the football field, don't miss the

view on the Pont du Diable from the belvedere.

At the reception board of the site, take the road on your right back to the village (chemin de la

Condamine).

Back on the road N102, turn right towards Thueyts' square, your starting point.
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 Advices 

Baignade possible au Pont du diable. Balade facile à l’exception de la montée de l’échelle du roi.

How to come ? 

Access

From Aubenas, take the direction of Le-Puy-en-Velay and continue on the road N102 up to the village of Thueyts.

Advised parking

Parking place du village, Thueyts
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